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he Lows 30 was buiit for all the wrong reasons,

Cotin Chapman designed it basically to met even

with Eric Broadley for “stealing” the Ford proto-

type progrant. Even the premise — light weight

and low frontal area at any cost — proved
10 be fatally flawed. Instead of a revenge weapon. the
Lotus 30 became the faughing stock of hg-bore
sports car racing and the program ended in
failure, And vet today the few good exam-
ples left command similar prices to proven
winners (rom MeLaren and Lola, The mle
of the 3 is an interesting one, proof that
genius is no substitute for o thorough
development program.

The Lotus 30 story began, sarprising-
Ix, in Lealy in 1903, Purchase negotiations
between Ford and Ferran collapsed over
control of the racing team, and the Blue Oval
guys retreated o Dearborn to tick their wounds and
plan an attack. i they coaldn’t buy Ferrari, they planned 1o beut
them fair and square (or any other way, for thay mater). At the
time Ford didn’t have credentials of their own, having only hnut-
ed involvement in the Shelby Cobra project. The most obyvious
outsider who coutd be brought i was Chapman, who was already
runing their lndy program but had yet to taste success. Chapman
thought he had the project in his pocket, but when Lota intea-
duced their ME.6 GT 1n 1963, Ford took notice.

Here was a modern, mid-engined racing car with one of their
beloved 289 Vo8s already i place. and so Ford opled for a con-
tract with Lola hoss Evic Broadley, Later, Broadley would be
forced out after a power strugple with Johm Wyer, but in 1963,
Chapman felt that he had been slighted and wanted 10 show tha

he could build a faster Ford-powered sports racer,
With stift compettion from Cooper, Chaparval. MeLaren,
Genie and others, the future of powerhouse V-8 sports-racing cars
looked bright and seemed n natural arena for
Chapman 1o display ns antisiey. A number
of Lotus 195 had been successivlly re-
engined with ¥-8s. and Dan Gurney’s
198 was even purpose-built for the
small-block Ford, But while the 9
used a conventional space frame. the
30 would be very different. Destgned
primarity by Chapman, the 30 was
based on an ubtra-tight backbone frame
skinned with 2k-gauge steel sheet. [n
gencral, it resembled the Lotus Elan frame,
with a "Y " at the back to support the engine
and reay suspension, and double wishbones with
coil-over shock wnits up front, Steering was via a mod-
ifted Alford and Alder rack (simitar 10 Triumphd ard the b
carriers were casl from magnesitum, The rear spspension was set
for 2 degrees negative static camber and the rear rall center wis
fess than three inches above ground level, A 13-gallon rubber fel
1ank was enclosed in the backbene, with provision for addineaal
Y-patton bladders in the fiberglass body. Totl weiglt was an

smpressive 1,400 pounds,

in order to veduce frontal ares, Chapman made mistake #1 by
choosing short 137 wheets (0 take 600 tires in from and 7,060 in
back. The idea was 1o reduce unsprung weight and cut frontal
arca, bat the payotl was too high, The short wheels Hmited the
size of the brakes that coutd be Gited, and, unknown at the time,
fiture tire devetopment woukd be divected towards {37 rubber,
The tiny 10.3" Gicling disc brakes would prove o be hapelessiy




{Above) Jim Clark wrestled the unruly Lotus 30 to a
respectable third place in the 1964 Times Grand Prix at
Riverside, California. This would prove to be one of Clark’s
best results in the car. (Photo: Bob Tronolone). (Right)
Cockpit of the Lotus 30 is dominated by the large center-sec-
tion of the frame. The extremely low profile of the Lotus 30
provides excellent visibility in all directions. (Right, Bottom)
Power for the Lotus 30 came from a 289-cu.-in. Ford V-8 feed-
ing 360 horsepower through a ZF 5-speed transaxle. (Photos:
Harold Pace)

iadeguiste for use o i serious ground-pousdern.

FEhe 3 wass not prepared o stop. at deast it was resdy o zo.
Lotus wsed Shelby-moditied 2R9-ciubic-mch Ford engines with
48 mm Webers {or Tecalmit-Jackson fuel ijection) producing a
claimed 350 hpo A ZF 5DS 28 Sospead tansaxle wits connected
e o bwo-plate Laveock diaphragm clintel, and livse “Metalastic”
rubber doruts were psed on the inboard end of the hall shafis
However, packaging would prove 1o e o problem, resulting in 1l
Fer suspension having fo be remwsed 10 order fo change the gear
ralios, Finally, the Fhergliss body was mokded in one picee. so
routine mitintenmance procedures were resiricted o access panels
in the nose and over the engine. Lotus head designer Len Tern
reportedly criticized many aspects of the can ba Chaprmm
pewered iy, Bad idea.

HE reces were won on fooks, the 30 woukd bave been o clamn-
plon. The sturning body was low and skeek. courtesy of is short
tives and plexioluss beadliohe covers, and o rudimentary driver's-
stede roll bar. norder g0 get a lower, smoother nose, fwa saall (87
X OEST) radistors were installed, one o coach Frant wheel arch led
by o plenum chamber behind two small air imakes in the nose,
Phe 30 was imroduced 10 the workd at the 1964 London Racing
Car Show but iean imcomplele state. Clapman asd Lotas were
behind schedule, leaving Bule nme for development



More Promise Than Payoff

Unfortunately for Lotus, races are won on the track, not at a
concours, and the 30 was doomed from the ouwlset, Had there
heen a solitary works car, this would not have been so damaging
tar the Lotus reputation; but with 21 of these Series | cars sold to
privateers. the project proved to be a public relations disaster,
Priced at a reasonable £3495 in kit form, they were sold on the
strength of the Lotus reputation,

New cars were ordered by many Lotus stalwarts including lan
Walker, who got the first one (#30/L/1 ). [t was hastily completed
in the paddock the morning of the 1964 Ainiree 200 meeting and
entered for Jim Clark. OF course, no car was so bad thar Bmmy
Clark couldn't make it a winner... or 5o the thinking went. Clark
started from the rear of the grid and worked his way up to an
astonishing second overall behind Bruce Mclaren's Zerex
Special, The future looked bright, but persistent cooling problems
plagued the 305 throughout 1964, The two tiny radialors were just
not up to the job, although a change in plumbing helped some.
Later in the season, Walker's regular driver Tony Hegbourne
wrote the first car ofT a1 Brands Hatch, A works car (30/L/2) was
built for Clark to run the rest of the seasen, and David Prophet
picked up one to race in South Africa

Clark crossed the pond to run a fuel-injected 30 at the 1964
Riverside Times Grand Prix, where he Binished a creditable thied
behind Parnelli Jones (King Cobra} and Roger Penske (Chaparral
Hy. However, James Crow, covering the race for Road & Track,
noted, “1f it hadn't been the fabutous Lotus 30 designed by the
fabulous Colin Chapman, | would have said it handled fike a pig.

And another 30, which arrived for Mike Spence to drive, gave off
stch a strong odor of pork that Mike couldn't even get it into the
race.” David E. Davis (writing for Car and Driver) compared the
Chaparrals to the Lotus, “They make the highly-touted Lotus 30
look tike a Ford Tri-Motor ameong a flock of Boeing 72757

The subsequent professional race was the Monterey GP at
Laguna Seca, where Bill Krause drove the ex-Clark 30 to a fine
fourth in the first heat, but retired in the second with suspension
failure. Also in the U.S., John “Bat" Masterson bought an early
model and promptly wrote it off in his first race with the new car,
Four new 30s were sold by dealer Lotus Southwest (307176,
ILAS, IVLA2, 3OYL 140, with #8 going to LeRoy Melcher who
ran it in SCCA events in the Texas arca.

One team owner whe had great expectations for his new 30
(3075 was L Frank Harrison, who had fielded a highly com-
petitive Lotus 19Ford as well as many Indy cars. Crew chief
Jerry Eisert had transformed their 19 into a ground-pounder by
swapping in a hot 289 and fitting a streamtined bodysheli, Driver
Llayd Ruby had won the 1963 Kent pro race in i, and the team
was sure that the great Colin Chapman could certainly better their
efforts. They were wrong, When they got the new car, they were
very disappointed and came to the conclusion that it was never
going 1o be as good as their old 19, In the meantime, Eisert made
a metal bellypan and added numerous large-diameter (ubes to the
rear structure 1o stiffen up the chassis. Finally, they gave up and
never ran the car again, selling it to someone who inlended 1o put
it on the street,

Back in the UK., Clark actually led the Tourist Trophy until



suspension failure dropped him to 12" After evaluating the
results obtained with the First three cars, Lotus switched 1o thick-
er {8-gauge paneling on the chassis. At some point a full-width
rotl bar replaced the puny single-sided model the early cars were
equipped with (in fact, when the prototype had run at Aintree, it
had no roll bar at all}.

Second Season

Big-bore {Group 7) racing heated up in 1965, with new cus-
tomer cars from MecLaren and Lola that owstripped the Lotus 30,
Chapman responded with the Series [ model, of which 10 were
built with an even stiffer chassis, In order to speed up gear ratio
changes, the center section of the bridge which carried the rear
suspension was now made detachable, Ventilated discs were
added to help stopping power and 15" wheels wearing Dunlop
R7s replaced the 13" rims. These Series 1l cars are identifiable
by a IWS2ZXX chassis number sequence that replaced the
IWL/XX sequence used on the Series [ cars,

Fat lot of good it did them. Although the 52 was much
improved, it was still not enough to keep up with the revolution-
ary new Lola T-70, which not oaly put the Lotus on the trailer,
but the McLaren Mk | and the King Cobra as well, In addition to
the Lotus’ chassis problems, the Ford engine was now down on
power 1o the Chevy used in the Lolas and heavier than the alloy
Olds used in the McLarens. Lotus was not in a position to give
the cars the development they needed, as they had their hands full
sweeping up the 1965 Formula One World Championship and
Indianapolis with Mr, Clark at the helm,

Clark put in some inspired drives in the works 52, actually

winning a race at Silverstone in the pouring rain (vikes!).
However, the level of competition can be judged by the third-
place car, & front-engined Lola-Climax. The works 30 was soon
beefed up with a haghly tuned 3.3-liter Ford engine, Clark also
picked up a win at Goodweoed on Easter Monday, but fatled to
impress elsewhere,

In a tast-ditch effort, Lotus built three of the now infamous
Lotus 40s, which Ritchie Ginther referred to as “a Lotus 30 with
| more mistakes.” The chassis and suspension were beefed up
yet again, and the anemic 289 engine was replaced with a mighty
450-hp, 35]1-cubic-inch Ford, The ZF box got the heave-ho in
favor of a Hewland LGS00, and the body was shghtly revised,
with the exhaust pipes coming out the rear engine cover. Larger
11.75" vented discs were added, and the body was modified with
air pressure venis behind the wheels,

First outing for the new model was at the Austrian GP sports
car race, where Mike Spence gualified on the pole and led for 13
laps unti} the big mill overheated. Clark took over at Brands
Hatch where the shift linkage came loose and then the brakes
gave out, Jack Sears wrecked one of the works 40s while tire test-
ing ard was injured so badly he retired from racing. However,
Sears was one of the few drivers who actually liked the 30/52,
which he had tested earlier.

The wrecked 40 was patched up and shipped with a second
works car to Riverside for the American pro season. A third 40
{resplendent in beautiful pale metallic bhse) went to Hobman &
Moody 10 be prepared for A.), Fovt, However, mechanic/driver
Beb Tattersall wrecked Foyt's car in practice, and Ginther retired
the second works 40 while Clark took an excellent second over-

s 40 al the Riverside Times Grand Prix in 1965. A slightly beefed-up version of the Lotus 30, the 40 was
| “Lotus 30... with 10 more mistakes.” (Photo: Bob Tronolone)




For 1965, the Series Il Lotus 30 benefitted from a number of changes including larger brakes and tires. Unfortunately, these
changes had littie impact on the car's results. {Above) Clark, at the wheel of the Lotus 30 Series 1l, before retiring with engine
problems at the 1965 Player's 200 at Mosport, Canada. (Photo: Dave Friedman)

all 1o Hap Skarp’s thundering Chaparral! The Holman & Moody
car was hastily thrown back 1ceether for Nassau, where it prompt-
fy broke apart carly in the Governor's Trophy race. Not long
thereafter, the two works cars were put up for sale for £3.730
each. [t was the end of the line for the big Lotus sparls ricers,

Amateur History

Uniike most obd macing cars, few Lotus 30s made the move
down 1o amateur racing after their professwonal debuts, They
started a1 the back and promptly disappeared..very few were
seen, even in SCCA amatewy ricing, aller F965. Most of the sur-
viving 30s were upgraded with 13" wheels and bigaer engines
and are sometimes referved 10 as Lotas 3074Us (although this was
nest s fctory designation ). Homer Rader owned Lotus Southwes
and occasionatly drove 308 m Texas SCCA events, along with
cystomer Meleher A few hung around i English club racing,
while 30/52/3 was converted 1o a strect car by Franco Sharro and
IS4 was made into o single-seater 0 England. Several others
were converted to street cars o parted out for their running gear,

When historic racing got going in the 19805, old 30s started
coming o of the woodwork, Fread from the stigma of having to
be front-line race winners, their svelte fines could be appreciated
for their own sake. And with some development, they proved to
Be ek better cars than their record would have fed one 1o

belicve, In particular, 1he 40 had the patential to be & good ride if

properly prepared. HChapmian had lavished as much attention on
the 30 0s be did on the Fi-woming 338 and the Indy champion
34, things might have been moese difficalt for Msses, Broadley

and MeLaren.

Dr. Julic Pabmar always loved the looks of the 30, 5o
although he knows all the stories that follow these cars around, he
has acquired 1w of thern anyway, One is the Melcher car run out
of Lotus Southwest, and the other, a Series | car, was a myslery
when he first purchased it
California in the 14805, it had been stnpped of s engine, gear-
b, wheels, brakes and chassis plate, The chassis had been heav-
ily reinforced with steel tabing 10 the engine compartmen? arga,
ard a sturdy steet bellypan was holted on the bottam (o stiffen it
up. Ford passenger car brakes replaced the carly Girtings, and the
oaly identifying mark was the original white paint on the deteri-
orating body.

The car was aecompanied by an incorrect Ristory, misidenti-
fving it as an ex-Fovt car. Mot kaowing which car he had, Palmaz
had it restored at Huffaker engineering in Lotus green and vellow
livery (a striking combination on this car). During the restoration

Duscovered in a dumpster in

i was found that the chassis was unwrecked (very odd for o 30
and with no corrosion. 11 was stripped and powder-coated, but the
Fear suspension towers were remade in stronger materials and the
rubber fuel bags were replaced with a fuel cell. The suspension
was remade to original dimensions in high-strength steel and new
roviors, siub axles and bodywork were provided by Peter Denty in
Enpland, who has ownoed a 40 and assisted with the restoration of
several 30s. The 137 wheels were crack tested and the magne-
spent uprights were replaced with new aluminum castings. A Ford
sial-block with four Webers was buh up for relinbaliy and with
i broad power cuirve,




Jurty Sleniger

After the restoration was complete, [ researched the history
of this car. The late David Whiteside provided a critical bit of
information — only one American car was delivered in white, and
that was the Harrison car. | contacted Harrisons former team
manager, Indy legend Jerry Eisert. When told where the car had
been found, he replied, *I belongs in a dumpsier!” When | sent
him photos of the car as found, he identified the chassis mods
and bellypan, so 30/L/5 has been reunited with its number, if not
its original white paint scheme. Eisert recalls they were afraid to
sell it as a racecar, and the new owner in California had intend-
ed to convert it into a street machine, which explained the Ford
passenger car brakes and the lack of accident damage. It did not
appear 1o have ever been finished.

An Exciting Drive

Dr. Palmaz had kindly offered to let me try his beautiful brute
{30/L/5) a wear ago, but every time | got ready 1o climb into the
seat, sepnething would go wrong, At ane race, it rained (111 leave
that sost of thing to the 1. Clarks of the waorld). At another, the
engine expired afier the first session. Finally, evervihing was up
to snuff and | climbed into the cockpit for a spin around Texas
World Speedway. 1 was pleasantly surprised at the amoumt of
room, even for my six-foot-plus frame. The gearbox gate seemed
a bit flimsy, but the gears were not hard 1o find, The lockout was
a bit strange, requiring the drver to switch the gate over after
shifting inte second, so that first or reverse could net be engaged.
It was also interesting to note that the 30 came with turn signals
and a keved ignition switch like a street cart

Onee on the track, the 30 came alive. [t s a bit twischy, bu?
the Huffaker-built engine, in a mild state of tune, is a good match

Specifications

Lotus 30 S1
Sports-racing
1964-1965

23

10

Steel backbone
Independent

1. 400 pounds
Ford 289" V-8
Wet sump '
ijr H M\ =

10.5" solid-rotor discs -
vented rotor discs

uel Injection

for the somewhat limber chassis (although the Huffaker mods
have surety helped). The steering is very guick but not overty sa,
and | was surprised at the amount of confidence it generated.
Maybe Spence was right all along! For the first few laps, | took it
very easy, gefting everything up to temperature and making
myself at home. Then | started picking up the pace {no pun
intended) and really got going. As | rockeled onto the long
banked straight, the 30 seemed 10 have proved its temperamental
reputation a lie..and then it bit me. As | shifted up from third to
fourth, the throttle suddenly hung wide open! The 30 was accel-
erating crazily down the straight as 1 completed the shift and
reached for the ignition key. Suddealy, the accelerator pedal
popped back up and the revs returned 1o normal. [ drove o the
pits on part throttle, where we discovered an errant bolt in the
pedal assembly that was hanging on the pedal when it was fully
depressed. A minor problem, quickly remedied, but ¢nough 1o
keep up the 30 fearsome reputalion as a car to be treated with
greal respect.

Owning a Lotus 30

So how much is a 30 going for these davs? Good question,
Not many come on the market, but even a nonworks 30 will sell
for over 100,000, and a fulf restoration can easily push the total
price aver twice that, Peter Denty advertised his restored ex-fac-
tory 40 (40/R2) for £125 000 in 1996, However, it would be wise
to have any 30 or 40 thoroughly gone through to make sure it 15
healthy - this is not a car for beginners and should be rigorously
maintained. Although no competition for & well-driven McLaren
or Lola, the 30 is still fun to drive within its limits and 15 one of
the most beautiful racing cars of all times.

Resources

The World’s Racing/Cars (1966 edition)
M.L. Twite

Specialist Brigfsh Sports/Racing Cars
Anthony Pritchard

Road & Track
April 1964 (30)

Classic & Sportscar
July 1992(40)

Car and Driver January
1966 (40)

Sports Car Graphic October
1866 (PAM 30)

d like to acknowledge the contri-

of the late David Whiteside, who
provided a complete list of Lotus 30
chassis numbers.
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